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Who are UCAS? UC/\S

« Universities and Colleges Admissions Service, Is an
independent charity, and the UK's shared admissions
service for higher education.

» Applications are typically made through UCAS, who
ensure the process is made tair, simple and orderly.

« UCAS provide advice and guidance, course listings and
many other services to support progression to higher
education (Level 4 and beyond).

* They charge a fee for their services, you'll pay £28.95 to
apply for more than 1 choice, £22.50 for 1 choice unless
%ﬁ)ufore a Free School Meals student where UCAS waive

e fee.



A summary of the process

Student
registers an
account with
UCAS and links
it to
school/college
centre




2026

APPLICATION TIMELINE .. .. ...

universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and for most courses
ici iy, and

Last date to apply
Last day to add a through Clearing

different deadline after this date UCAS Extra Opens choice using Extra for 2026 entry
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2026 Application can
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You can start your Deadline for most Submit your application The final deadline to submit Clearing Opens
application for 2026 Conservatoire music before this date to ensure an application, applications

on The Hub applications your application is submitted after this will be

considered equally entered into Clearing




The Key Points.....

4 AN

Maximum of
5 choices...
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* Medicine
» Veterinary
* Dentisiry

» Oxford
 Cambridge

4 AN

Equal
consideration
deadline 14th
January 2026

@xcept...

AN

* Medicine

* Veterinary
* Dentistry

« Oxford

« Cambridge

deadline is 6pm
15th October
2025




The Personal Statement

They will have 4000 characters and need to write a
personal statement that stands out and increases their
chances of obtaining a place at their chosen university.

They will structure their personal statement by answering:
1. Why do you want to study this course / subject?

2. How have your qualifications and studies helped you to
prepare for this course or subjecte

3. What else have you done to prepare outside of
education, and why are these experiences usefule
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Sell yourself Be enthusiastic Be relevant

O 00

Be clear Be positive Get feedback
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Be modest Exaggerate Quote others

O0@®

Leave it late Copy & paste Worry




Warning!

Generating (and then copying, pasting and submitting) all or @
large part of your personal statement from an Al fool such as
ChatGPT, and presenting it as their own words, could be
considered cheating by universities and colleges and could
affect their chances of an offer.

When they complete their application, they now have to declare
that their personal statement hasn't been copied or provided from
another source, including artificial intelligence software.

It UCAS software detects elements of a personal statement that
are similar to others, the universities or colleges it Is infended for
will be nofified.



The personal statement builder

The personal statement is your opportunity to talk about you, and why you want to enrol on a particular course. But it can be hard to get
started, which is where the personal statement builder can really help.

2026 personal statement guides

=10

—2 ./ " 7 .
" 'V(/' £ \_,.‘,L:'.Q.f{‘k :

Business Engineering and architecture Healthcare




Step 6 - choices

Your choices

Medicine (A100)
University of Oxford (033)

Location

Start date: 01 October 2022
Further details: Nor provideo
Point of entry. 15t year
Deferred entry.

Live at home while studying

Criminal convictions declaration: Undeciarec

INFO

© You may need to take an admissions test

Aspartofthea

st the follow

© There may be an assessment

YOU May De required 10 attend an intervieéw Or auttio

or other piece of work 10 he!




that need to be considered and discussed.
« Do you really want to study there for the next three, four, or more yearse
* |s the course right for you?
 Have you checked the university rankingse
« Does the course have exams, coursework, or both?
 Have you checked the entry requirementse
 What's the difference between a lecture and a seminare
« Have you thought about where you will live and how much it will cost?
ISt O City or a campus universitye
 What are the clubs / societies and night life like?

 Have you been to an open day, a virfual open day, or taken a virtual
toure



University Admissions Tests /
Interviews

They should check the UCAS course search to check whether
the course they are applying for requires an admissions test.

* LNAT — National Admissions Test for Law.

« UCAT - University Clinical Aptitude Test.

« ESAT - Engineering and Science Admissions test.
« Cambridge — additional application

» Oxford — a range of testsl!

» Imperial College — The Engineering and Science Admissions
Test (ESAT), The Test of Mathematics for University Admissions
(TMUA)



Offers

Responses will be through their
UCAS account

They have 24-hour online access

CONDITIONAL OFFER
(C)

UNCONDITIONAL OFFER
(U)

UNSUCCESSFUL
(R)




Responding to Offers

* They will responding to offers
through their UCAS account

o if all offers are received by 31.3.26
they need to respond by 6.5.2026

* if they receive their last decision on
or before 13.5.2026 then reply
deadline is 3.6.26

- Their offers will have online
confirmation

e If all offers are unsuccessful /
rejected then they will be eligible
for UCAS Exira

(F)
FIRM ACCEPTANCE

(1)
INSURANCE
ACCEPTANCE

(D)
DECLINE




In the spring term

We will have a parents support evening looking at
« Accommodation choices

» Student Finance

« Results Day and clearing

« What to expect in September 2026!




